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While courses in Bible and theology typically require research papers, particularly at the graduate

level, very few include training in research. Professors have two options: use valuable class time to

teach students as much as they can, or lower their standards with the understanding that students

cannot be expected to complete tasks for which they have never been prepared.From Topic to

Thesis: A Guide to Theological Research offers a third option. This affordable and accessible tool

walks students through the process, focusing on five steps: finding direction, gathering sources,

understanding issues, entering discussion and establishing a position. Its goal is to take students

directly from a research assignment to a research argumentÃ¢â‚¬â€¢in other words, from topic to

thesis.
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If you are a beginning theological student, you must own and read this book. I teach an Introduction



to Theological Research course at an evangelical Seminary in the United States and this book will

be assigned to my students beginning in the Fall semester of 2016. Kibbe offers a clear, concise

guide to theological research that will help students understand the expectations of theological

faculty. Especially helpful is the chapter on identifying and using sources. The excursus on mistakes

that students make in using research sources is worth the price of the book. Also note the appendix

on navigating the ATLA Religion Database, one of the most essential resources for theological

research.

Dr. MichaelÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€œMikeÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€œKibbe has done a tremendous job providing

this short yet mighty work for budding seminarians (like me!). He is honest and encouraging at what

might seem elitist to some, baffling to others, and daunting and invigorating to theological students.

His witty jokes and illuminating examples are true to Dr. Kibbe. IÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢ve had the honor

of sitting down with once while he was finishing up his Ph.D dissertation at Wheaton College:

heÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s well loved amongst his students, peers, and supervisors. Highly

recommended for any starting or current seminarian (or undergraduate Bible/Theology/Religious

students).[...]

The author recommends going through his book as you work through a research project. I read it

straight first, and can only imagine it's increased benefit as a resource alongside an actual project

timeline. Excellent advice, well written. I feel like I've been visiting with a trusted mentor, and walked

away encouraged and confident to tackle a project. It's a short book, but it is clear and concise in

ways that are truly helpful.

My husband is a minister completing his education at bible college. This is a great start. Thanks.

I thought this was going to be one of those super boring books that you're professor makes you

read because he has to but this book was SUPER helpful and entertaining. If you're new to

theological writing or just need a brush up this is a great book.

it is exactly what it says.

This book is an excellent guide to help with writing academic papers! The author lays out all the

necessary steps in a way that is very easy to follow. This is a MUST BUY for anyone looking to



brush up their writing!!

Short read and packed with excellent advice including scholarly resources and bibliography creating

software.
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